
 

   

Our Good Father 
MATTHEW 7:7-11 
6/20/2021 

 

LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Matthew 7:7-11.  

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 
and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and 

use it when applicable. 

• Bathe this study in prayer. Pray for your personal preparation, pray for the group’s 
preparation, and pray for your group time.  

• Meditate on God’s goodness this week. Use a passage such as Exodus 34:6; 1 Chronicles 

16:34; Psalm 23:6; Lamentations 3:22-26. 

LEAD  
• Plan out your group time to ensure you have adequate discussion time. It is the heart of the 

lesson.  

• Create a safe space for your group to share. The discussion will only work if people are 

willing to discuss their insights and the struggles they face as they learn or strive to pray with 
persistence.  

• Emphasize the role the Holy Spirit plays in helping believers discern God’s will when we 
pray. 

LISTEN  
• Listen for ways you can pray in specific ways for your group members this week. 

LOVE  
• Connect with a group member who is struggling in their prayer life. Ask for the Holy Spirit to 

guide you in this discipleship opportunity. 

• Pray for your group to renew their commitment to a persistent prayer life powered by Jesus’ 

promise that God will answer prayer.  
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Our Good Father 
MATTHEW 7:7-11 
6/20/2021 
 

MAIN POINT 
We give praise to God our Father for His powerful, perfect love. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

Why is it sometimes hard to acknowledge our need for God in the role of Father?  

Our view of God determines how we pray. Human fathers are not always the loving and wise 
providers, teachers, and examples their children need; but many of them want to be and try to 
be. God is the ideal Father—all-loving, all-knowing, all-wise, all-powerful, and always present 
with us. At the same time, He is in heaven, which tells us He is greater than we can comprehend; 

so, we approach Him as our Father with due reverence. We should always thank Him for His 
good gifts and praise Him for His powerful, perfect love.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 7:7-8 

• Define fatherhood in your own words. In what way is God your Father? How would you 
describe your current relationship and what would make it better? 

• Jesus taught the disciples to pray in Matthew 6:5-13 and 7:7-11. He also modeled prayer in 
Luke 6:12; Matthew 14:23; 26:36-44. Why is prayer necessary for all believers? 

• Carefully re-read Matthew 7:7-8. Notice how Jesus paired present tense verbs such as “ask” 

with future tense verbs such as “will be given.” What did this pairing teach Jesus’ disciples 
about prayer? How does this impact your prayer life? 

• How did Jesus use “ask,” “seek,” and “knock” in this passage? Were they meant to be 

different prayer actions or characteristics? Or was He using repetition to emphasize one 
single action or characteristic? Or was it a combination of both? How does your answer 
influence the way you pray? 

 

Do we believe that Jesus is God the Son? Do we believe He spoke with 
all authority during His earthly ministry and that His words were 
recorded for our benefit? If so, why do we so often live as if we don’t 
believe His teachings about prayer? What experiences do we have 
with unanswered prayer or prayers answered with “no” that might 
contribute to that unbelief? How can we help each other process 

 
DISCUSS 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ MATTHEW 7:9-11 

• What was Jesus’ purpose for using specific examples of requests in verses 9-10? Was He 
teaching the disciples they must always pray in that manner? Or do these examples serve 

another purpose? Explain your answer. 

• What is your definition of a good gift? Read James 1:17. How do you know something you 
receive, material or spiritual, is from God? What can happen to your prayer life and your 

Christian walk when your definition of a good gift is not aligned with God’s? 

• Read Luke 11:13, from the parallel account of Jesus’ teaching. What additional insight does 
this verse give us into the good gifts from God?  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
APPLICATION 

We already know it is God’s will for the church to fulfill her calling. How can our 
group hold each other accountable to persistently pray for this to come to pass?  

PRAYER 
As you close your time in prayer, thank God that He answers our prayers, and that He loves us 
and gives us good gifts. Pray that God would transform our prayer lives, so that our prayers 

would align with His character and His will. Ask God to help your group request good things. Pray 
for any specific needs that your group has. 

COMMENTARY 
MATTHEW 7:7-11 

7:7-8. The principle of persistent reliance on the Father as loving provider certainly applies to all 

these “good things.” But Jesus probably had the disciples’ temporal needs in mind. This is the 

When are believers most likely to question God’s goodness? When are 
non-believers most likely to deny His goodness? What can we do as 
believers to remind ourselves of God’s perfect goodness? How can we 
share the good news of God’s greatest gift in the person of Jesus Christ 
with those who don’t know Him or who are hostile to Him?     

 
DISCUSS 
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simplest, most obvious meaning, and it would further underscore Jesus’ teaching against anxiety 
over daily needs (6:25–34). This is Jesus’ third of four “final exhortations” (7:1–12), addressing 

possible misconceptions people might take away from the sermon. 

Verses 7 and 8 have six symmetrically arranged verbs paired first in a triplet of commands (7:7) 
and then in a triplet of affirmations (7:8). There is no need to try to distinguish different kinds of 
activity between ask, seek, and knock. Jesus was probably using the three verbs to refer to the 

same activity of petitioning the Father. His use of three different verbs added emphasis to his 
message. This three-pronged approach, together with the fact that all three verbs are in the 
present tense, conveys a clear picture of persistence in prayer. 

The other three verbs in 7:7 (will be given, will find, and will be opened) are in the future tense, 

while in 7:8 receives and finds are in the present tense, and will be opened is in the future. 

With these tenses in mind, we could translate 7:7–8 as, “Keep on asking, and it will be given to 
you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you. For 
everyone who keeps on asking will continually receive, and he who keeps on seeking will 

continually find, and to him who keeps on knocking it will be opened.” 

Some other passages on prayer (e.g., Matt. 21:22; Mark 11:24; John 14:13–14; 15:7), 
emphasize the manner in which the human activity is to be conducted. Here the emphasis is on the 

generosity and faithfulness of the Father. There is no condition placed on the promises (as “if you 
believe” in 21:22). James 4:2–3 gives some reasons why prayer sometimes does not “work.” 
Other passages that teach persistence in prayer are Luke 11:5–8; 18:1–8. 

7:9-10. Verses 9 and 10 are rhetorical questions, implying that no parent would pull such tricks on 

their sincere children. A stone can resemble a loaf of “bread” (4:3), and some “snakes” can 
resemble “fish.” 

7:11. In 7:11, Jesus brought his argument of verses 9–11 to a point. Because even the most evil 
parents provide the basic necessities for their children, how much more can we trust the Father in 

heaven, who is free from sin. Jesus’ description of humans as you... who are evil disproves the 
modern concept that people are basically good. Although Jesus acknowledged that humans may 
perform gracious acts like providing for their children, He insisted that they do so contrary to their 
sinful nature. God’s gracious acts, on the other hand, express our heavenly Father’s perfect 

nature. (Note the assumption here of universal sinfulness; see Rom. 3:23.) 

 


